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THE SKEPTIC MOVEMENT IN EUROPE

TOPICS

ỔWhat is skepticism and the skeptical 

movement

Ổ The modern roots and development

ỔCurrent form and issues

ỔWhat are skeptics in Europe doing
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THE SKEPTIC MOVEMENT IN EUROPE

SKEPTICISM

ỔSystematic Doubt

ỔPhilosophical

ỔGorgias: Nothing exists; even if something exists, nothing 

can be known about it; and even if something can be 

known about it, knowledge about it can't be communicated 

to others.

ỔReligious

ỔQuestioning various religious beliefs and claims
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BELIEF, FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE
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BELIEF

Belief
everything we think is true

KNOWLEDGE

FAITH

Knowledge
everything, for which we have 

evidence

Faith
everything we believe to 

be true, despite having 

no evidence



THE SKEPTIC MOVEMENT IN EUROPE

SKEPTICISM

ỔSystematic Doubt

ỔPhilosophical

ỔGorgias: Nothing exists; even if something exists, nothing can be 

known about it; and even if something can be known about it, 

knowledge about it can't be communicated to others.

ỔReligious

ỔQuestioning various religious beliefs and claims

ỔScientific

ỔQuestioning various beliefs and claims based on scientific findings
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SCIENTIFIC METHOD

OBSERVATIO
N

HYPOTHESIS

EXPERIMENT

THEORY
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THE SKEPTIC MOVEMENT IN EUROPE

THE SKEPTICAL MOVEMENT

ỔA social movement created around the idea of scientific 

skepticism

ỔAvoiding making conclusions without thorough investigation

ỔApplying scientific findings and method to empirical claims 

across fields

ỔDemanding empirical evidence

ỔKeeping a neutral stance towards unempirical claims and 

beliefs, unless they are in direct conflict of the development of 

the scientific knowledge base
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EVIDENCE

ANECDOTAL  
(NARRATIVE)

CASE STUDIES
(WELL-DOCUMENTED 

NARRATIVES)

EMPIRICAL
(GAINED USING THE 

SCIENTIFIC METHOD)
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1881
FOUNDING OF THE 

VTDK
VERENIGING TEGEN DE 

KWAKZALVERIJ

1887
THE FIRST 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
STORY PUBLISHED 

- A STUDY IN 
SCARLET

1910
JOHN DEWEY DEFINES 
CRITICAL THINKING IN 

HIS WORK
- HOW TO THINK

1923
SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN 

TOGETHER WITH 
HOUDINI ANNOUNCE 
THE $5000 DOLLAR 

PRIZE
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1881
Ổ The Association against Quackery

ỔNederlands Tijdschrift tegen de Kwakzalverij 

ỔMain successes

ỔProfessionalising medicine

Ổ The Netherlands one of the first countries with drug/pharmaceutical regulation
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1887

Ổ Arthur Conan Doyle 

Ổ Sherlock Holmes

ỔC. Auguste Dupin - E. A. Poe

Ổ Joseph Bell

Ổ A Study in Scarlet

Ổ The Art of Induction
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DEDU
CTION

THEO
RY

HYPOT
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OBSERV
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CONFIR
MATION

INDUC
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OBSERV
ATION
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HYPOT
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THEO
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vs.
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1910

ỔHow We Think

Ổ John Dewey

ỔPedagogue

ỔPragmatic philosophy

Ổ The definition of critical thinking as a 

reflection on thought

ỔPausing decision making

ỔHealthy skepticism 

ỔOpen mind
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